
 

A C RO S S FI V E A P R I L S. . . 

April 2011 marked the 150th anniversary of the onset of the Civil 
War, and Iowans across the state are commemorating the role our 
ancestors played in this great conflict. More than half of Iowaõs 
eligible male population, over 76,000 individuals, enlisted in during 
the five year span of the war. Many family historians can trace at 
least one Iowa ancestor to this tumultuous period of American history. 

In this issue, IGS  offers a variety of opportunities designed to 
assist and enhance researchersõ Civil War studies. For African-
American researchers, see this monthõs òTips & Techniquesó pages 
for special strategies and resources. Lives and Times òThe Freedom 
Trail: The Underground Railroad in Central Iowaó takes a look at an 
ongoing project conducted by the State Historic Preservation 
Office. A special class for òCivil War Researchó examines available 
military records and what they may mean for genealogists.  

All this and much more, including a preview of the Fall Conference, 
will keep you reading this monthõs newsletter cover to cover. 
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Greetings IGS Members & Friends,  

To those of you who have donated to IGS, I want to say a 
very sincere thank you.  Two years ago we were forced to 
lay off employees and operated with volunteers to keep 
the library open. Thatõs something that I hope will never happen again. 
But without your donations it could happen again, and that would be a 
shame when there are so many good things happening at IGS.   

Lives and Times kicked off on April 20th with òReivers on the Border,ó 
presented by Phil Parks, and the formation of a Scots-Irish Special 
Interest Group at the end of the evening. In conjunction with this new 
special interest group, and as a fundraiser, Phil will present a ten-week 
series about the Scots-Irish. This is the same series of talks that Mr. Parks 
gave at the Northwest Senior Center in Des Moines. If you missed it, we 
are giving you another opportunity to learn the history and culture of this 
group that migrated to America before the Revolutionary War.  

2011 marks the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, and in conjunction 
with that theme, Lives & Times presents Doug Jones with a talk on òThe 
Freedom Trail: The Underground Railroad in Central Iowa.ó As a 
committee of one, Iõm still working to find speakers for June & July. We 
will take a break in August and resume in September with Michael Vogt 
and òThe Red Bull Division in WWII.ó  In October weõll have a 
presentation about an east coast seafaring captain whose ship actually 
moved by the power of the wind. 

Whatõs happening with the new website?  It is up and running, thanks to 
Dennis Davies, our administrator, and our editors, Alice Veen and Mary 
Lohr. Itõs truly the old adage that if you want something done, ask 
someone who is already busy. I want to say a very heartfelt thanks to 
these three. Working as a team they have trained and practiced, shared 
ideas and problems, and have prepared for the launch of the new site; 
again, many thanks to them. 

Dennis Davies has begun work on the databases that will be added to the 
website in Phase Two. IGS has three sets of films and a card cabinet of 
obituaries which will be included in the first database.   

This brings up the need for funds to complete Phase Two & Three of the 
new website. Weõve managed to stretch the dollars from the matching 
grant in 2010, but we are seriously short of the funds necessary to finish 
this project and provide for operating expenses.  

Donations targeted for the website will not be utilized for operating 
expenses; on the other hand, we are just keeping our heads above water 
meeting our operating expenses. There are no extra funds in the kitty to 
complete the website project. If you do not designate where your 
donation is to be applied, it will go into operating funds, but any 
donations earmarked for the web development project will be held for 
that purpose only. 

 

--Presidentõs Message continued on page 3 
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE, continued from page 2 

Do we have members who are interested in 
forming an English Interest Group? Joyce 
Brown, who has done extensive research in that 
area, is willing to organize the group. Please 
email me at nicoehart@gmail.com if you wish to 
participate. We will notify you when the group 
meets to organize if there is enough interest. 
Joyce has said that research on English and 
Welsh ancestors is very similar so the two could 
be combined into one interest group. 

A special thank you to our past president, Barb 
Hug, who has kept the Hawkeye Heritage going 
while we search for a replacement editor. Is that 
you? You can do the job from home as Barb 
does and she will share the template, etc. and 
help you get started. Or is working on Lives & 
Times more your interest? Iõd appreciate the help. 
Will you put up flyers around town or post to 
various sites to spread the word about IGSõs 
activities? Alice would be very glad to share the load.  

With only one full time employee, we rely on 
volunteers for everything from board members 
to library assistance to the custodial work of 
cleaning and maintaining our library facility. For 
those of you working from home on publicity 
and other projects, please advise IGS of your 
volunteer hours each month. Those volunteer 
hours are important when we apply for grants. 

From all of us at IGS, we thank you for your 
continued support.  

Regards, Nicoe 

IGS NOMINATING  C OMMITTEE 

BEGINS 2011 WORK  

The Nominating Committee has started its work 
to prepare the slate of candidates for this fall. 
Since this is an odd-numbered year, the offices 
of regional representative from the odd-
numbered regions are on the ballot. 

Regional  Representative is a very important 
office: it allows IGS to know what is happening 
in the counties and it allows genealogists 
throughout the state to have a voice in the 
decisions of IGS. A regional representative is 
asked to attend four board meetings in Des 
Moines during the year and to be in contact with 
the genealogical societies in his or her region.  
Some representatives have coordinated regional 
meetings which allow the local societies to share 
ideas and to present educational offerings. 

The regions and the counties within them are 
listed below. If you live in one of the counties or 
are a member of a society from one of the 
counties, please consider serving. 

Region 1: Des Moines, Henry, Jefferson, Lee, 
Louisa, Van Buren 

Region 3: Cedar, Clinton, Jackson, Jones, 
Muscatine, Scott 

Region 5: Allamakee, Bremer, Chickasaw, 
Clayton, Fayette, Howard, Winneshiek 

Region 7: Butler, Franklin, Grundy, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Wright 

Region 9:  Appanoose, Davis, Lucas, Monroe, 
Wapello, Wayne 

Region 11:  Adair, Boone, Dallas, Greene, 
Guthrie, Madison 

Region 13: Clay, Dickinson, Lyon, O'Brien, 
Osceola, Sioux 

 

IN   M EMORIAM  

Phyllis Bieghler passed away March 11th, and 
genealogy has had another loss. She was one of 
the founding members of Polk County Sons and 
Daughters who walked the many cemeteries of 
Polk county and copied the stones found there.  

She housed Polk county birth records in her 
basement, thrown away by the County Clerk, 
until they could be copied and used, and she 
helped copy the Polk county marriage indexes 
we all use. Phyllis also wrote the IGS 
newsletter from 1983 though 1988 and served as 
our corresponding secretary in 1981 and 1982.  

We will miss her.   



 

C HAPTER N EWS FROM  ACROSS IOWA  

M ICROPHONE NEEDED! 

Can you help? IGS needs a 
new wireless microphone 
system for use during 
programs and other 
activities. Anyone who is 
willing to donate this much-
needed equipment, or can 
help IGS acquire a new 
system inexpensively, is 
encouraged to contact the 
IGS office or Nicoe Hart: 
nicoehart@gmail.com . 
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The newly organized Luxembourg Heritage 
Society of Northwest Iowa is collecting 
information about 
immigrants born in 
Luxembourg who 
lived in Northwest 
I owa a t  any 
time. The plan is to 
m a k e  t h i s 
information readily 
available to researchers.  

Items of interest: full name, birth and death 
dates, town of origin, name and birthplace of 
spouse, town in Northwest Iowa where they lived 
or are buried, occupation, and immigration date. 

Other information is very welcome, such as 
childrenõs names, biographies, family histories, 
obituaries, nicknames, photos, gravestone 
pictures, etc. 

For more information contact:  

Luxembourg Heritage Society                              
of Northwest Iowa 

Rick Roder, President 
44565 110th St. 
Remsen, Iowa  51050 
rick@rulesofbaseball.com 

Website:                                                        
http://genealogynwia.homestead.com/
luxembourg.html . 

 

Greene County Genealogical Society reports 
the addition of four books recently donated to 
the library. Titles include Arms and Armor in 
Colonial America (Virginia), Claiborne County Folks 
(Tennessee), Old Speedwell Families revised and 
updated, and More Speedwell Families (Tennessee). 

The Laurens Women's Club will sponsor its 
4th Annual Cemetery Walk on Sunday, June 
19th, from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The walk will 
be held at the Laurens Cemetery east of Laurens. 
It will feature presentations by local Laurens 
citizens who will dress in period costumes and 
portray ten early residents of Laurens. Included 
will be the portrayal of a man who knew Al 
Capone in Chicago, an early suffragette, and a 
long-time Laurens physician. Tickets will be sold 
for $5 each, with the profits being used to 
straighten and repair grave markers in the 
cemetery. For more information, please contact 
Grace Hertz, 13737 410th Street, Laurens, Iowa, 
50554-8669; gradon@ncn.net .   

N EWS FROM  FAMILYSEARCH 

More than 90 million records have recently been 
added to FamilySearch.org. Those include 18.9 
million digital images from the record collections 
of a dozen countries, including Brazil, Canada, 
Guatemala, Italy, Mexico, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, and the Philippines. 

More than 72.9 million indexed records have 
also been added, including the Findmypast.com 
index to the 1881 and 1891 England and Wales 
censuses, and Ancestry.com indexes for U.S. 
border crossings from Canada to U.S. and 
Mexico to U.S. 

NEWS FROM THE W EST D ES MOINES 

FAMILY H ISTORY CENTER  

As of Feb. 21, 2011, the center will have the 
same copy of Ancestry.com that is available at the 
FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
This is good news to those patrons who miss 
having it at the Family History Center in West 
Des Moines. 

mailto:rick@rulesofbaseball.com
mailto:gradon@ncn.net


 

CHAPTER N EWS FROM  ACROSS IOWA  
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Warren County Genealogical Society will 
host a booth at this yearõs Warren County Fair, 
July 27-31. Warren County family historians are 
invited to submit entries of Family Tree 
information, photos, and other memorabilia, 
along with a story for each entry that 
demonstrates the genealogical link between the 
submitter and the item. Theresa Liewer will 
judge the entries. Everyone in Warren County is 
eligible to submit entries; it is not necessary to 
be a member of the WCGS to enter. Sign-up 
dates will be in mid- to late June. Check out 
categories online: www.warrencofair.com. 
C o n t a c t  V i r g i n i a  W h e e l d o n  a t 
v.wheeldon@mchsi.com or 515-669-6775 if you 
have questions about what category, etc. to place 
an item. If your local fair does not have a 
genealogical display, plan to attend the Warren 
County Fair this summer to get ideas for 
organizing one. Hope to see you at the fair! 

Contact the Warren County Historical Museum,                  
515-961-8085, to participate in a new interest 
group devoted to RootsMagic4 genealogical 
software. The first meeting of the RootsMagic4 
Users Group will be held at the Warren County 
Museum, Highway 92, Indianola, on Saturday, 
May 14th, at  10 a.m. Meetings will be held at the 
WCHM, same time, the second Saturday of each 
month. Bring your laptop and family file. Free. 

Clayton County Genealogical Society, with 
project compilers Jeanie and Jim Schmidt, 
hosted a very well-attended Open House at the 
Elkader Public Library on March 22, 2011, for 
the soon-to-be printed Wagner Township 
Country Schools History book. Jeanie and Jim 
Schmidt of Winona, Minnesota, have taken over 
the Wagner Township project, typing and 
scanning pictures, with assistance from many 
people from Clayton County. 

Another Open House will be Tuesday, April 26, 
2011, at the McGregor Public Library, to share 
new information and pictures recently submitted 
for a Mendon Township Country Schools 
History. This Open House will be hosted by 
Michelle Pettit, the compiler for Mendon Township. 

C HAPTER PROFILE 

Keo-Mah Genealogical Society, located in 
Oskaloosa, Iowa, is 
home to a generous 
selection of resources 
for Mahaska and 
Keokuk counties.  

Included in the 
societyõs collection are 
local newspapers and 
vital records on 
microfilm, a wide 
selection of family histories, and Iowa census 
records through 1930. Other resources include 
an extensive collection of obituaries dating from 
1890, and bound volumes of the Oskaloosa 
Herald from 1980 through 2006.  

The library has ample parking in the rear of the 
building, is handicap accessible, and is equipped 
with free wireless or ethernet Internet service. 
The reading room has plenty of outlets for 
laptop computer users.  

Microfilm readers include printing capacity: 
copies from microfilm cost seventy-five cents. 
Photocopies are twenty-five cents. Library 
patrons are welcome to bring portable scanning 
equipment or cameras.  

The library is open year-round; librarians Don 
DeBoef and Alan Neve welcome researchers 
and are happy to answer questions. They also 
have many excellent publications for sale. 

Library hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

Do you have southern Iowa roots? Consider 
joining the Keo-Mah Society. Memberships cost 
$20 per year for singles, $25 for couples.  

For more information, contact: 
Keo-Mah Genealogical Society 
209 A Ave. East 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-2807 
641-673-9373, or 
keomahgenealogy@mahaska.org.  
Website: www.keo-mah.com. 

Keo-Mah Genealogical 
Library, 209 A Avenue East, 
Oskaloosa. 
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OLD  QUILTS, NEW QUILTS 

IGS will be holding its 
third quilt show this 
fall; now is the time to 
consider which of 
your treasures you can 
share for display at 
this year.  

The beginning of the 
Civil War 150 years 
ago, April 1861, is the 
inspiration for a 
portion of this year's 
show. We are hoping 
for some actual quilts 
of this vintage. Plus, 
some of us, who had 
civil war soldier 
ancestors, have been 
making quilts using 
museum reproduction 
fabrics and patterns 
which would have 
been popular at that time. 

There is no charge to IGS members wishing to 
exhibit quilts at this show. Only IGS membersõ  
quilts are shown as we honor our ancestors who 
made these beautiful textiles. There is a small fee 
for people who come to view this show, all of 
which goes to the building fund reduction 
"Stitch Down the Debt" project. 

For more information, contact Helen Phillips or 
Shirley Munier, c/o the IGS Library. 

FGS/ISG 2011 CONFERENCE 

The Federation of 
Genealogical Societies 
and the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society 
invite you to their 2011 
C o n f e r e n c e .  T h e 
conference takes place 
September 7-10, 2011, 

in Springfield, Illinois. Check the FGS/ISGS 
2 0 1 1  C o n f e r e n c e  W e b s i t e 
www.fgs.org/2011conference/ for program details 
and registration. Register by July 1st and save 
$50.00 off the full conference cost. 

Want to be up-to-date on the news, special 
events, lectures, exhibit hall, and people 
connected to the 2011 FGS/ISGS Conference? 
Itõs easy! The conference blog takes care of this. 
FGS is continually posting breaking news, with 
additional details on the lectures, speakers, 
vendors, special offers, conference events, places 
to research, shopping, getting to hotels and the 
convention center, and information about the 
beautiful area around the conference location. 
This conference will have some special elements 
never seen before at a FGS conference. 
Bookmark www.fgsconferenceblog.org and visit 
often to view the updates. 

VOLUNTEERS  M AKE A D IFFERENCE ! 

Your unique skills and talents are needed at IGS 
for the following volunteer opportunities: 

Lives and Times  
Volunteer with technical skills needed for set-up 
and take-down of audio-visual equipment, tables 
and chairs, etc. Contact Nicoe Hart: 
nicoehart@gmail.com.  

Social Media  
Share your passion for family history with a new 
generation! Volunteer needed to set up and 
maintain an IGS Facebook page and other social 
media. Contact Alice Hoyt Veen: 
ahoytveen@iowatelecom.net. 

Hawkeye Heritage Editor  
Work from the comfort of home! IGS will 
provide the templates and training. Contact IGS.  
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They include enlistment records, muster rolls, 
orders, reports, and commendations. Civil War 
pension applications of veterans and their 
widows or minor children may contain much 
more personal information. Military pension 
files may provide the answers to difficult 
research problems. 

Today more and more African-Americans are 
searching for records of their heritage. Piecing 
together a family history doesnõt happen in a day 
or a week; for some it becomes a life-long 
passion.  It  has been noted that it is possible for 
a thirty-year-old African-American to trace his 
family lines back to between sixteen and thirty-
two ancestors who were slaves. However, it 
shouldnõt take a lifetime to identify only a few of 
your slave ancestors.  

The IGS African-American Interest Group 
specializes in personal research for those 
researching their roots.  Any interested person is 
invited to attend the meetings held the first 
Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m., at the IGS 
Library. 

Donõt expect a òRootsó moment for every 
family you research. Do expect to learn about 
African-American history, your family history 
and American History. 

In 1861, prior to the Civil War, one in seven 
people in the United States was a slave. Africa 
was a vague memory for these men, women, and 
children, most of whom were American-born 
and had little knowledge or experience of the 
world outside the realm of their masters. The 
Civil War brought change in the Negroõs status 
in the North as well as the South. It promised 
freedom, citizenship, and equal civil and political 
rights to all Negroes. 

The question of what to do with the Negro was 
one of the main issues of the war. The South 
went to war in 1861 to protect itself against the 
Northõs threat to Southern institutions. The 
chief Southern institution was slavery. The 
South fought to protect and preserve slavery, 
but the North did not at first fight to destroy the 
practice of slavery; the principal Northern war 
aim was restoration of the Union. 

Free Negroes and emancipated slaves played an 
active and vital part in the Northern war effort. 
According to historians, it is estimated 500,000 
freedmen went to work as laborers or soldiers 
for the North and more than 200,000 fought in 
the Union Army and Navy. Without their help, 
the North could not have won the war as soon 
as it did, and perhaps it could not have won at all.  

Tracing your Civil War ancestorõs military records 
can provide both historical and genealogical 

information. Military 
service records and 
records of veteransõ 
benefits are the two 
principal categories 
of military resources  
useful in genealogical 
research. Service 
records generally 
c o n t a i n  m o r e 
histor ical  than 
g e n e a l o g i c a l 
information. 

T IPS AND  TECHNIQUES  

TRACING  YOUR  AFRICAN -AMERICAN  R OOTS  By Judy McClain 

Provost Guard, 107th Colored Infantry, Fort Corcoran, 
Washington, D.C. Long Island University photo. 

African-American soldierõs portrait, Shepherd & Smith, 
post artists, Camp McClellan, Iowa; Rock Island 
Barracks, Illinois. Library of Congress photo. 



 

8 

The Roster of Union Soldiers, 33 volumes. 
Edited by Janet B. Hewett. Published by 
Broadfoot Publishing Company, Wilmington, 
North Carolina; 1987.  ISBN 1-56837-306-6.  

This is a cumulative index of all Union soldiers 
as transcribed from the 1,200+ microfilm reels 
at the National Archives. The Roster provides 
name, rank, regiment, company and state. 
Included are all Union soldiers by state from all 
branches from all states. Also included are 
guidelines and tables for further researching and 
identifying Union soldiers and units.  

 

R ESOURCES ONINE 

African-American Web Sites  - Suggestions from   
FamilyTree Magazine. See their website for more 
resources:  www.Familytreemagazine.com . 

¶ African-American Cemeteries Online: 
      www.prairiebluff.com/aacemetery 

¶ The African-American Mosaic:            
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/
intro.html                                         
Selections from the Library of Congressõ 
resource guide for the study of black history 
and culture. 

¶ African-Ancestor Mailing Lists: 
  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/   
  ~jfuller/gen_mail_african.html 
  A compilation of African genealogy-related   
  Internet mailing lists. 

¶ AfriGeneas: www.afrigeneas.com 
This site is devoted to African-American       
 genealogy,  with an emphasis on African 
ancestry in the Americas. It is also an 
African Ancestry research community 
featuring the AfriGeneas mail list, the 
AfriGeneas message boards and daily and 
weekly genealogy chats.  

¶ The Library of Congress, American 
Memory: www.memory.loc.gov/  

AFRICAN -AMERICAN  R ESOURCES IN  PRINT  AND  ONLINE 
By Judy McClain 

R ESOURCES IN  PRINT  

A Genealogistõs Guide to Discovering 
Your African-American Ancestors. By 
Franklin Carter Smith and Emily Anne 
Croom. Published by Betterway Books; 
Cincinnati, Ohio; 2003.   ISBN-13: 978-
1558706057. 

I n  t h e i r  b o o k             
A Genealogistõs  Guide to 
Discovering Your African-
American Ancestors, 
authors Frankl in 
Carter Smith and 
Emily Anne Croom 
list some resources 
useful in identifying an 
ancestor with military 
service: 

¶ Family documents. 

¶ The 1910 Federal Population Census, 
column 30, asked whether a Civil War 
veteran. 

¶ The 1930 Federal Population Census, 
columns 30 and 31 asked about military/
naval service and in which war. 

¶ The National Park Service Website: 
www.itd.nps.gov. 

¶ Index to Complied Service Records of 
Volunteer Union Soldiers Who Served With 
United States Colored Troops; National 
Archives microfilm series M589. 

¶ General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934; 
National Archives microfilm series T288. 

¶ Special 1890 census of Union veterans and 
widows. 

¶ Numerous published indexes to and 
abstracts of service records and pension 
applications from different wars; these are 
found in many libraries. 

 

http://www.Familytreemagazine.com
http://www.prairiebluff.com/aacemetery
http://www.afrigeneas.com
http://www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtm/snhome


 

We have put seventy-one books on our shelves 
in the first two months of this year. 

We are also trying to rectify some old cataloging 
problems, so that is keeping our little corner 
quite busy.  

New Iowa books by county, include: 

Allamakee: Family Maps of Allamakee County, 
Iowa.  

Audubon: Exira, Iowa, Sesquicentennial History, 
1857-2007. 

Chickasaw: Cemetery records. 

Clinton: Plat Maps of 1989. 

Jasper: Prairie City School Alumni, 1881-1991. 

Keokuk: Keota, Iowa, & Community Service Book of 
Men & Women. 

Polk: McDermott Funeral Home, April 13, 1927 
thru June 22, 1930. 

Shelby: 1883 Map of Shelby County, 1899 Atlas 
of Shelby County. 

Warren: Family Maps of Warren County, Iowa. 

Winneshiek: Family Maps of Winneshiek County, 
Iowa. 

Some of the states and their counties included in 
our newest books: 

Colorado: Boulder City. 

Illinois: Bond, LaSalle. 

Some new family history book surnames: 
Crowley, Hockaday, Lowell, Morris. 

Check the òRecent Library Book Acquisitionsó 
binder on top of the card catalog files when 
youõre at IGS. The list of our new books is 

printed at the beginning of each month.  
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HIDDEN  TREASURES 

Have you ever taken the time to 
look at the Iowa Military Records, 
Militia Rolls, ca. 1862-1910 microfilm series?  
These alphabetical lists are by township in each 
Iowa county. There is a separate list for each 
year, sometimes giving age and/or occupation. 
These can help fill in the gap between census 
years. 

The featured book this time is Iowa Marriages 
Before Statehood, 1835-1846. The list is 
alphabetical by groomõs name, but also contains 
a brideõs name index.  It covers the first 25 
counties of Iowa.  You can find this book in the 
general Iowa section, in a magazine box.  Itõs a 
tan-colored, 8 x 11 paperback. 

 

THE TEN MOST WANTED REPORT 

We have recently purchased 
four books with your 
donations. We completed our 
six-volume set of Encyclopedia 
of American Quaker Genealogy, 
Ohio by William Hinshaw by 
purchasing Volumes IV and V.  

The other two purchases were 
Family Maps of Allamakee 
County, Iowa and Family Maps 
of Winneshiek County, Iowa, 
both by Gregory A. Boyd.   

A donor has started the 
funds to purchase Family 
Maps of Black Hawk County, 
Iowa and Family Maps of Iowa 
County, Iowa.  Boyd has 
published twenty-six Iowa counties of which we only 
have sixteen. 

Please consider a small donation towards the 
purchase of books that you would like to add to our 
shelves.  Requests can be made in person at IGS or 
by snail-mail.  If you are adding a book to the list, 
please include the bookôs title, author, publisher (if 
known) and your phone number or email address so 
that you can be notified when the book has arrived. 

CATALOGING  CORNER                                           
By Diane Densmore 



 

Saturday, 18 June 2011, 8:15 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m.  

Mercy Park Activity Center, 1131 3rd Street, 
Des Moines. 

òThe German Interest 
Group of the Iowa 
Genealogical Society is 
pleased to announce the 
resumption of its annual 
conference on Saturday, 
June 18, 2011, from 8:15 
a.m. to 4 :00 p.m. at the 
Mercy Park Activity 
Center, 1131 3rd Street, Des Moines, Iowa,ó 
according to Shirley Munier, President of the 
German Interest Group. 

The German Interest Group is proud to have as 
its speaker noted award-winning author, speaker, 
and past president of the Germanic Genealogy 
Society, Lois Edwards. Her presentations 
include the following: 

Patterns of German Emigration and 
Immigration 1680 ð 1900 

This session focuses on patterns of German 
emigration and immigration to America, 
presented in a story format. The patterns may 
provide clues to your immigrant ancestorõs place 
of origin and emigration date, along with a broader 
understanding of the immigration experience. 
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German Church Records and Civil 
RecordsñLanguage, Format and Content 

This session describes several case studies from 
various regions and time periods. These range 
from the basics  of determining a well-concealed 
place of origin to advanced research in 17th 
century German records. 

Researching Two Pomeranian Towns 

This session explores the varied histories of two 
areas: one settled about 1400 by the church, the 
other created in the 1700s by Frederick the 
Great, all examined through maps and photos. 

òWe are very excited to have Lois Edwards as 
our speaker. We hope to see you June 18th,ó said 
Ruth Bartels, Chairperson of the conference. 

The public is welcome to attend. Lunch is 
included.  

Registration fees postmarked before May 25th: 
IGS members $40.00/non-members $45.00.  

Registrations postmarked after May 27th: $50.00. 
Make checks payable to the German Interest 
Group. Your check is your receipt.   

For confirmation of reservations, please include a 
SASE. Mail to Linda Enghausen, Registrar, 7011 
Oak Brook Drive, Urbandale, Iowa 50322-4838.         
See page 17 for additional registration information. 

GERMAN  GENEALOGICAL CONFERENCE 2011 

N E W I G S  SP E C I A L I N T E R E S T G R O U P S FO R M I N G  

Learn more about your ethnic heritage by joining an IGS Special Interest Group. 
Plans are being made for two new groups. 

A special series of Scots-Irish classes are scheduled to begin May 11th                 
(see page 12),and a new Scots-Irish Interest Group will begin meeting the second 
Thursday of each month starting May 12th. Contact Nicoe Hart, 
nicoehart@gmail.com for more details.  

 

Plans are being made for an English Interest Group. Coordinator Joyce Brown 
has said that research on English and Welsh ancestors is very similar, so the two 
could be combined into one interest group. Contact Joyce Brown, c/o IGS 
Library, or Nicoe Hart: nicoehart@gmail.com for more information. 

 



 

G E N E A LO G Y BO O K  SA L E! 

L O C A T I O N                                             

West Wing, Iowa Genealogical Society                                                                
628 East Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa.  

 

D ATES & T IMES  

Saturday, June 4, 2011 ð MEMBERS ONLY.  
(You may join at the door.) 10:00 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m.   

Friday, June 10 & Saturday, June 11, 2011 --                                    
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 10:00 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

Hundreds of genealogy books (41+ boxes) will be on sale. 
These are òsecond copiesó-- extra copies of books IGS 
already owns. They cover a wide range of genealogy research 
topics. Many books are in near-new condition. They are priced 
less than you would find on the Internet or  in bookstores. 

The states with the most books are Kentucky, Missouri, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, but other states represented 
include Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Iowa, and more. 

Family History books:  Allin, Banta, Becker, Chasdek, 
Durham, Gill, Hubbell, Jennings, Leeper, Levey, Long, Miller, 
Pruett, Schall, Seidner, Wagoner, Wintz, Womack, and more. 

Time-Life Books Series: The Old West and Time Frame. 

Miscellaneous: genealogy magazines, maps, periodicals, city 
directories, and much, much more. 

Supplies: 3-ring notebooks, hanging file folders and moreé. 

On June 4th, please enter the main door of the library.  
Everyone needs to check in at the desk to verify that your 
membership is up-to-date. You will receive a hand stamp to 
go into the west wing. On June 10th & 11th, you may use the 
West Wing outside door. 

There will be a òDibsó table where you may leave books, 
tagged with your name, while you shop for more. 

We are asking that you do not re-enter the sale area with your 
purchases. Please take them to your car or lock them in a locker. 

10% of the proceeds will be used to purchase new genealogy 
books for our library. 

Payment may be made by cash or check. 
Credit cards may be used, but IGS will add a  $2.50 usage fee. 
No advance sales will be allowed. All sales are final. 
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M AY 2011 

MAY 2: German Interest Group. 7 p.m.  
Meets the first Monday of each month. 

MAY 3: Lives & Times: òThe Underground 
Railroad in Central Iowa.ó 7 p.m.  
Abolitionist activities, Underground Railroad 
conductors, and Underground Railroad routes 
have historically been well-known and 

documented within central Iowa.  

The Iowa Freedom Trail Project seeks to 
document Underground Railroad activities 
throughout Iowa by identifying individuals and 
groups who were involved with these activities 
and the places where these events occurred in 
Iowa before and during the Civil War.  

Douglas W. Jones, Archaeologist at the State 
Historic Preservation Office, State Historical 
Society of Iowa, will discuss his work on the 
Iowa Freedom Trail Project and the preliminary 
results of the historical research and fieldwork 
conducted to date. No registration is required 
for this free program.   
Note: This program replaces the May African-
American Interest Group meeting. 

All programs & activities take place at the IGS Library unless otherwise noted. 

For more information about IGS classes & 
activities or to make reservations, contact: 

Iowa Genealogical Society 
628 East Grand Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa  50309-1924  

515-276-0287 ω  igs@iowagenealogy.org             
http://www.iowagenealogy.org 

MAY 10: Italian-American Interest Group. 
6:30 p.m.                                                              
Meets the second Tuesday of each month. The 
group is designed for learning how to research in 
Italy, helping others in their search for ancestors, 
sharing information, websites, and ideas for 
other and new resources. Free. 

MAY 11: Scots-Irish Heritage Series: 
Origins of the Scots-Irish Using DNA 
Migration Studies. 7 p.m.                    

This marks the first 
in a series of  ten 
classes scheduled 
once a week each 
W e d n e s d a y 
evening through 
July 20th.  

3.5 million Americans identify their ancestry as 
òScots-Irish,ó descendants of the more than 
250,000 Irish Presbyterian and other Protestant 
dissenters from the Irish Province of Ulster who 
immigrated to North America primarily during 
the colonial era.  

Researcher Phil Parks will explore the history of 
these Scots-Irish immigrants in this special 
series. Classes are free and open to the public; 
donations gratefully accepted. 

MAY 15 - 21: IGS Salt Lake City Research Trip 

MAY 17: Irish Interest Group. 7 p.m.           
Meets the third Tuesday of each month. 
Emphasis is on documenting the family in the 
United States and uncovering the Irish county of 
origin. Members are encouraged to bring their 
family research for group discussion and 
problem solving. Free. 

MAY 18: Scots-Irish Heritage Series: 
Celtic Influences and the Anglo-Saxon 
and Viking Invasions. 7 p.m.  
Free and open to the public; donations 
gratefully accepted. 

 

 

James C. Jordan House, West Des Moines, Iowa. 



 

MAY 19: Legacy Users Group. 1 p.m.ð 3 p.m.                                          
Special guest Sylvia Nimmo is a long-time user 
of the Legacy software program. Born and raised 
in Edinburg, Texas, she is a graduate of Pan 
American University with post graduate studies 
at Texas A & M and the University of Nebraska. 

Her genealogical studies include the Family 
History Library, Salt Lake City; National 
Archives, Washington, D.C.; and special training 
with National Society of Daughters of the 
American Revolution Membership Committee 
& Library.  

She is a Certified Genealogical Records Searcher 
by Board of Certification of Genealogists, Who's 
Who in Genealogy & Heraldry, Association of 
Genealogical Educators and a thirty-five year 
Family History Center volunteer. She is 
especially proud of being a member of the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas and 
becoming one of the owners of The Alamo. No 
registration is required for this free program. 

MAY 21: Introduction to German Research               
1:30 p.m. ð 3:30 p.m. 
This class explores 
major dates in 
Germanic history, why 
it's important to know 
your family's religion, 
tips for finding your 
ancestor's hometown, 
and more. Preregistration is required.  
Cost:  $5 IGS members/$10 non-members. 

MAY 24: Norwegian Interest Group.     
7 p.m. Meets the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Each meeting is a unique experience as participants  
explore Norwegian resources, share their discoveries 
and support each othersõ research efforts. Free. 

MAY 25: Scots-Irish Heritage Series:       
The Scottish Wars for Independence Impact 
on the Borders. 7 p.m. 
Free and open to the public; donations 
gratefully accepted. 

IGS CALENDAR   
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All programs & activities take place at the IGS Library unless otherwise noted. 

JUNE 2011 

JUN . 1: Scots-Irish Heritage Series:  
Daily Life on the Borders and the Reiver 
Terror. 7 p.m. Free and open to the public; 
donations gratefully accepted. 

JUN . 7: African-American Interest Group.    
7 p.m. Meets the first Tuesday of each month. 
Free. 

JUN . 15: Scots-Irish Heritage Class: 
Destruction of the Reiver Families and 
the Creation of Ulster. 7 p.m. Free and 
open to the public; donations gratefully accepted. 

JUN . 18: Civil War Research 
10:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m.  
Over 76,000 Iowans served 
in the Civil War. Learn how 
to research your Civil War 
ancestor and discover his 
story. Space is limited; 
preregistration is required. 
Cost: $5 IGS members/                  
$10 non-members.  

JUN. 4, 10 & 11: IGS Book Sale.             
All proceeds benefit the Iowa Genealogical 
Society. 10% of the proceeds will be used to 
purchase new books for IGS. Details on page 11. 

JUN .  18: German Interest Group                 
Annual Conference. 8:15 a.m. ð 4 p.m.  
Location: Mercy Park Activity Center, 1131 3rd 
St., Des Moines. Details on page 10. 

JUN . 22: Scots-Irish Heritage Series: 
The Great Migration to America in the 
1700s. Free and open to the public; donations 
gratefully accepted. 

JUN . 29: Scots-Irish Heritage Series:         
Daily Life of the Scots-Irish in America. 7 
p.m. Free and open to the public; donations 
gratefully accepted. 
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All programs & activities take place at the IGS Library unless otherwise noted. 

SEPTEMBER 2011 

Sep. 17: Newspaper Research for Family 
Historians. 10:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m.  
Discover how newspapers can enrich your 
family history. Find out what to look for and 
where to access these valuable resources.              
Cost: $5 IGS members/ $10 non-members.  

OCTOBER 2011 

OCT . 14 -15: IGS Fall Conference.         
Faith Lutheran Church                            
10395 University Avenue, Clive, Iowa.  
Details on page 15. 

OCT . 20: Sailing with Captain John 
Strout, at Sea 1853-1884. 7 p.m. 
Katie Pattee, a member of the Story County 
Genealogical Society, will give the audience an 
exploration of New England family history as 
well as a peek into a sea captainõs perspective, 
through the words of her husbandõs ancestor, 
Captain John W. Strout. 

N OVEMBER 2011 

N OV . 5:  Getting the Most from Federal 
and State Census Records 
10:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m.  
Finding your ancestors on the census can be 
challenging. But once you have located them, are 
you really maximizing all the information that is 
available in those documents? Put on your 
detective hat and get ready for some sleuthing as 
IGS explores the census! Cost: $5 IGS members/ 
$10 non-members.  

N OV . 5: Beginning Genealogy 
1:30 p.m. ð 3:30 p.m.  
Space is limited; preregistration is suggested for 
this FREE class! 

N OV . 12 - 13: Research Slumber Party 
4 p.m. Saturday, November 12th through 6 a.m. 
Sunday, November 13th. Reservations required. 
Cost: $25 per person includes supper.  

 

JULY 2011 
 

JUL. 6: Scots-Irish Heritage Series:         
Scots-Irish vs. Native Americans; Scots-Irish 
vs. England. 7 p.m. Free and open to the 
public; donations gratefully accepted.    

JUL. 13: Scots-Irish Heritage Series:                   
The First Scots-Irish President--  
Andrew Jackson. 7 p.m. Free and open to 
the public; donations gratefully accepted.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUL. 20: Scots-Irish Heritage Class: 
Scots-Irish Migrations into the Midwest.          
7 p.m. Free and open to the public; donations 
gratefully accepted.    

JUL. 23-24: Research Slumber Party 
4 p.m. Saturday, July 23rd through 6 a.m. 
Sunday, July 24th. Reservations required.         
Cost: $25 per person includes supper 

AUGUST 2011 

AUG. 20:  Introduction to Quaker Research 
1:30 p.m. ð 3:30 p.m.  
Explore Quaker organization, records, dating 
conventions and research techniques. Understand 
the importance of minutes of Quaker Monthly 
Meetings and what can be gleaned from those 
minutes. Space is limited; preregistration is required. 
Cost: $5 IGS members/$10 non-members.  

 



 

Friday and Saturday,                      
October 14 & 15, 2011                        

Faith Lutheran Church                        
10395 University Avenue, Clive, Iowa 

Featuring Billie Stone Fogarty 

A  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
genealogist and former 
history teacher with 
Bachelorõs and 
Masterõs Degrees, 
Billie now devotes her 
time to infecting 
others with her love 
for history up close 
and personal ð family history! She lectures 
regularly and teaches genealogy each semester 
in adult continuing education courses. She is 
author of Guidebook to Researching My Family Tree. 

She serves Genealogical Speakers Guild as 
President, Association of Professional Genealogists 
as a member of the Board of Directors, Oklahoma 
Genealogical Society as a member of the Board of 
Directors, Oklahoma Historical Society as a 
member of the Board of Directors, Federation of 
Genealogical Societies as a Delegate, and is a 
member of National Institute on Genealogical 
Research Alumni Association, International Society 
of Family History Writers and Editors, and 
National Genealogical Society. She completed 
Advanced Military Research III at the Institute of 
Genealogy & Historical Research in 2008 and 
National Institute on Genealogical Research in 
2001 and 2007.  

Her genealogical pursuits have taken her to 
county court houses, local libraries and state 
archives in dozens of states and to most of the 
major genealogical repositories and archives 
across America. She has participated in 
numerous national conferences and learning 
opportunities. She belongs to several local 
genealogy societies and lineage groups and 
works closely with a variety of groups devoted 
to making genealogy and family history more 
accessible to others. 

Lecture topics  

Proving Indian Ancestry: Grandma said we 
were Indian so how do I prove it?   
Learn how in this introduction to researching 
Native American ancestry. 

Women in Colonial America: Difficulty 
finding your female ancestors?   
Discover what their lives were like in Colonial 
America and why you may be looking in the 
wrong records to find them.   

Discovering a National Treasure: The 
Indian Archives 
Discover the Indian Archives, a National 
Archives Affiliate in Oklahoma City that was 
founded the same year as the National Archives 
itself. 

Share Your Research Without Putting Your 
Relatives to Sleep 
Donõt bore relatives with your genealogical 
research!  Learn ways to preserve your family 
history that will make you the hit of the next 
family reunion. 

Land Runs, Lotteries, and Homesteading: 
Settlement American Style 
Unique, rugged, romantic, and fascinating!   
Learn about how states were settled and how 
that affects their federal records. 

How Do I Keep All This Stuff Straight: 
Organizing Your Research 
You have collected a mountain of genealogical 
information.  Now what do you do with it and 
how do you retrieve what you need? 

Trail of Tears to Indian Territory: There 
was not just one òTrail of Tears.ó 
Learn how to discover the many different trails 
that brought Native Americans to Indian Territory. 

Write It Or Lose It: Preserving Your 
Family's History 
You have spent hours, months, and even years 
researching your family.  But what happens to 
your research when you are gone?  How do you 
preserve the story of your family and pass it on 
to your relatives and descendants?  

IGS 2011 FALL CONFERENCE 
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IGS 2011 FALL C ONFERENCE R EGISTRATION 

Friday and Saturday, October 14 & 15, 2011 

Early Registration Costs (before August 31, 2011) 

 _____ IGS Member X $65 (Friday & Saturday, includes lunch on Friday)  = _____ 
 _____ Non-Member X $70 (Friday & Saturday, includes lunch on Friday)   = _____ 
 
 _____ IGS Member X $40 (Friday only, includes lunch)  = _____ 
 _____ Non-Member X $45 (Friday only, includes lunch)   = _____ 
 
 _____ IGS Member X $30 (Saturday only)  = _____ 
 _____ Non-Member X $35 (Saturday only)   = _____ 
 
 _____ Additional lunch on Friday X $10 = _____ 

Late Registration Costs (after August 31, 2011) 

 _____ IGS Member X $70 (Friday & Saturday, includes lunch on Friday)  = _____ 
 _____ Non-Member X $75 (Friday & Saturday, includes lunch on Friday)   = _____ 
 
 _____ IGS Member X $45 (Friday only, includes lunch)  = _____ 
 _____ Non-Member X $50 (Friday only, includes lunch)   = _____ 
 
 _____ IGS Member X $35 (Saturday only)  = _____ 
 _____ Non-Member X $40 (Saturday only)   = _____ 
 
 _____ Additional lunch on Friday X $10 = _____ 

IGS MEMBERSHIP  

I want to join IGS, which entitles me to the Member Registration rate:  

Individual  $35 = _______  Family  $45 =_______ 

ʵ Check enclosed.     

ʵ Please charge my credit card in the amount of $___________ (IGS adds $2.50 for card handling fee) 

ʵVisa          ʵ MasterCard           ʵ Discover 

 Account Number: ___________________________________  Expiration Date: ____________ 

 Signature: ______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Name: 
______________________________________________________ 

Phone: 
______________________________________________________ 

Address: 
______________________________________________________ 

City, State, 
Zip___________________________________________________ 

E-mail_________________________________________________ 

Complete this form and 
mail it with your credit card 
information or check 
payable to: 

Iowa Genealogical Society 
Fall Conference 
628 E Grand Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50309-1924 
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IOWA  GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY N EWSLETTER 

May 2011 

The Iowa Genealogical Society 
Newsletter is a publication of 
the Iowa Genealogical Society. 
Members receive the newsletter 
as part of their membership.  

The editor invites individual 
members, member chapters, 
regional representatives and the 
public to submit articles, 
reviews, chapter news and 
program information for 
publication.  

Material may be emailed to the 
newsletter editor: 

ahoytveen@iowatelecom.net 

or mailed:                                        
Alice Hoyt Veen 
14998 Odessa Place 
Bouton, Iowa  50039 

To have your mailed 
submission returned, please 
enclosed a postage-paid SASE. 

The deadline for submissions 
to be included in the July 
newsletter is 31 May  2011.  

 

 

 

NOTE : Please check the 
mailing label for your 
membership expiration date.  

mailto:ahoytveen@iowatelecom.net


 

Iowa Genealogical Society  

628 East Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa  50309 -1924 

PRESERVING THE PAST & E NRICHING  THE FUTURE  

Located in the East Village section of the 

downtown area, two blocks west of the State 

Capitol Building and directly across the street 

from the Iowa State Historical Building. 

Iowa Genealogical Society 
628 East Grand Avenue  
Des Moines, IA 50309-1924 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED  


