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Celebrating 45 years                    

of service & excellence  

In 1965, the inspiration and dedication of Lida L. Greene, Iowa State 

Historical Society Librarian, led to the establishment of the Iowa 

Genealogical Society. Its 150 dedicated charter members set a standard 

for service and excellence to the genealogical community that remains 

unchanged to this day. From that small initial membership, the 

organization has grown to include a statewide network of genealogical 

society chapters and members across the country.  

In this anniversary year, we commemorate the legacy of those charter 

members. Each 2010 newsletter issue will include notes and 

photographs from the IGS archives. We hope these bring back some 

happy memories and serve as a reminder of the many ways IGS has 

served, preserved, and shared our Iowa heritage.  

Happy anniversary, IGS! 
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Greetings: 

 

In this, our 45
th

 year as a society, IGS continues to provide historical 

resources as well as educational opportunities to assist you in your family research. 

 

I think we sometimes forget the value the Iowa Genealogical Society 

provides to the field of genealogy. Our library has an extensive collection of 

Iowa genealogical publications as well as those from many other states, 

especially states east of the Mississippi. We have volunteers to assist 

researchers who need it and a great staff to keep the day-to-day operations 

running smoothly. 

 

IGS has a major challenge in 2010. We have no alternative but to replace the 

roof of our building as soon as weather permits in January. Itõs so bad that 

the ceiling in one of the storage rooms, the office, and parts of the library 

literally fell in just before Christmas. Volunteers were running around 

covering equipment and books and setting out buckets to catch the water. 

The roof and repair of damage, especially mold, inside the building is 

costing about $60,000, all of which must come from donations. This is on 

top of the $40,000 that we need for operating costs. Iõm confident that IGS 

members and leaders will step up to the plate so the society can continue its 

long tradition of serving the genealogical community. 
 

If you have any questions, please don't ever hesitate to contact me at 

bhug@prairieinet.net. 
 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Hug, President 

Presidentõs Message                    

Barb Hug, IGS President 
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IGS Library 

Hours  

Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday & Saturday 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

 

Tuesday & Thursday 

IGS staff  

Librarian                    

Billie Murano                                                             

                          

Administrative Assis-

tant Debra Chase                      

                                                                         

Assistant Librarians 

Sondra Carnahan       

IGS executive 

Board  

President 

Barbara Hug 

 

1st Vice President 

Carla Anders 

 

2nd Vice President 

Kathy Gourley 

 

Secretary 

Diane Densmore 

 

Treasurer 

LaWanda Nepstad 

 

IGS staff  

Librarian                    

Billie Murano  
 

Administrative 

Assistant              

Debra Chase      
 

Assistant Librarians 

Debra Chase               

VOLUNTEERS MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE! 

Events Committee Chair  

 

Job Description: 

¶ Serve on the Board of 

Directors 

¶ Recruit a committee to 

assist in planning and 

carrying out various 

events of IGS, including 

fundraising and social 

events. 

To volunteer contact:      

Barb Hug at 

barbhug3@gmail.com  

(641) 791-9485  

Budget, New Hours and Staff Plan  
 

The Board of Directors approved the 2010 budget at their November 

meeting and made some very difficult decisions. The budget averages less 

than $9,000 a month in expenses. This is three to four thousand dollars a 

month less than two years ago. Getting the leases paid off and getting a 

lower interest rate on our mortgage has helped make this possible.  

 

To make this lower budget work, the board reduced staff hours of both full-

time positions, eliminated the part-time librarian positions, and reduced the 

hours the library is open.  

We also need to raise 

nearly $44,000 through 

fund-raising projects and 

member donations. 

 

Library hours for the 

winter are: 

Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday & Saturday         

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

Tuesday & Thursday     

10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

file://mailto:bhug@prairieinet.net
mailto:barbhug3@gmail.com
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Raise the Roof!               

IGS Capital Campaign                   

The Iowa Genealogical Society announces a Capital 

Campaign: òRaise the Roof!ó designed to raise $60,000 in 

the next twelve months for a total reroofing and interior 

repairs at the IGS Library building in Des Moines. This is 

in addition to the $40,000 we must raise through fund 

raising events, programs, and yearly donations to cover 

operating expenses. 

The library has sustained significant damage from a badly 

leaking roof. Water has found its way into the reading 

room and office areas, and repairs can no longer be 

delayed. The society is appealing to its members and to the 

community for help in preserving this irreplaceable 

cultural and historical resource. 

 

A bank loan has been secured and repairs will be made as 

soon as possible. The loan must be repaid within one year.  

Donations may be tax deductible and can be made online: 

www.iowagenealogy.org or by mail: 

  

Iowa Genealogical Society 

Capital Campaign 

628 East Grand Ave. 

Des Moines, Iowa  50309 

 

A donation form is included at the back of this newsletter. 

All donations received as part of the Capital Campaign 

will be dedicated to a total roof replacement and interior 

repairs. Any monies in excess of the $60,000 goal will be 

used to pay down the building mortgage. 

 

member challenge:                                                  

Member challenge: If each IGS member contributes an 

average of $50, the society will be able to completely 

reroof the library, make all necessary interior repairs, and  

save interest payments on our loan.  

 

Chapter challenge:                                                  

The Ankeny Genealogical Chapter has voted to donate 

$100 to the roof campaign and challenges other chapters 

to match or surpass their donation.   

  

Together we can secure the future of IGS! 

 


